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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany Ss. 2084 


bil 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the | 
(S. 2084) for the relief of Mathilde Kohar Halebian, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 


mends that the bill do pass. 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Mathilde Kohar Halebian. The bill provides 
for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the re- 
quired visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is without nationality, having been born 
in Egypt in 1927 of Armenian parents. She last entered the Un:ted 
States as a student on February 11, 1948. She has completed her 
college work and is now employed in the First National Bank, Weiser, 
Idaho. 

A letter dated April 7, 1952, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 








2 MATHILDE KOHAR HALEBIAN 


Apri. 7, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 2084) for the relief of Mathilde 
Kohar Halebian, an alien. The bill would grant her permanent residence in the 
United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Miss Halebian is a native of E gypt, without nationality, who was 
born on January 27, 1927. She is of the Armenian race. She was last admitted 
to the United States on February 11, 1948. at New York as a student. She was 
granted extensions of stay until July 7, 1949, after which she remained without 
authority. She attended the College of Idaho, Caldwell, Idaho, from the summer 
of 1948 until 1950. She is presently employed as a bookkeeper at the Weiser 
branch of the Idaho lirst National Bank, Weiser, Idaho, at a salary of $170 per 
month plus Christmas bonus of 10 percent of her gross pay. On May 22, 1949, 
sne filed an application for adjustment of her status under section 4 of the Dis- 
piaced Persons Act of 1948. This application was denied on July 27, 1951, on 
the ground the alien had failed to establish her eligibility as a displaced person. 

Miss Halebian’s entry into the United States was sponsored by a Mr. LeVelle 
Barton, a citizen of this country. She met Mr. Barton while he was serving in 
the United States Armed Forces in Egypt attached to the Quartermasters Depart- 
ment in Cairo. He and Mrs. Barton defrayed her expenses during the period she 
attended collece. She states that having been bern of Armenian parents she did 
not acquire Kgyptian citizenship at birth and is therefore now stateless. Her 
parents reside in Egypt where her father operates a shee stcre. She stated that 
she had revistered as an applicant for an immigration visa under the quota a few 
years prior to the issuance of her student’s visa. Her name was removed from 
the list upon issuance of her student’s visa. 

The alien is chargeable to the quota for Egypt which is oversubseribed and an 
immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In this respect, her case is similar 
to those of many others who desire to enter the United States for permanent 
residence. The record, however, fails to present sufficient considerations to justify 
granting the alien a preference over others in like circumstances. 

- Aécordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 
Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Herman Welker, the author of the bill, has submitted a 
number of letters and affidavits in connection with the case, among 
which are the following: 

Tue Crry or Weiser, Ipano, 
OFFICE OF THE MAYor, 
September 7, 1951. 
Hon. Senator HerMaNn WELKER, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR WELKER: I am writing to you on behalf of a particularly well 
qualified individual who in the past 3 years has been a respected young member 
of this community. 

I am writing in behalf of Miss Mathilde K. Halebian. Miss Halebian gained 
entry into this country for purposes of furthering her education and arrived in 
We'ser, Idaho, on February 14, 1948, and has since had 2 years of schooling at 
the College of Idaho, located at Caldwell, Idaho. She has been in the custody and 
eare of Mr. and Mrs. LaVelle Barton both long-time and respected residents of this 
community, and they are most desirous of continuing to make a home for Miss 
Halebian. Naturally they want her to take her rightful place in this American 
community. 

It has been brought to my attention that Miss Halebian actually has no country 
at this time. She was born 24 years ago in a foreign country of Armenian parents 
and came to this country from Egypt. If Miss Halebian were to return to Egypt 
at this time due to her particular race, she would be subject to persecution and 
continuous insults due to the fact that she is not an Egyptian. After World 
War II took place, race and religious discrimination has been far more acute 
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and damaging in Egypt than ever before. As a result of World War Il, Egypt 
became completely independent of British rule and consequently those who do 
not belong to the Arab race or religion, to which Miss Halebian doesn’t belong, 
have no security nor defense. Miss Halebian naturally being an Armenian is 
under Russia regime. Consequently it is the least of her desires to have to return 
to the country of her nationality and there come under the Soviet Union rule. 
Consequently it is very much a fact, that due to the political changes since 
World War II, that Miss Halebian has become a person without a country. 

I would like to go on record as most emphatically recommending that Miss 
Halebian be granted the relief requested in Senate bill 8. 2084 and allowed to 
remain in this country in the care and custody of Mr. and Mrs. LaValle Barton. 
Miss Halebian is a girl that would make an excellent citizen of the United States 
and should be given this opportunity to be put in a position so that she could 
take out naturalization papers, and eventually become a citizen of the United 
States. She most certainly would be a most welcome addition to this democratic 
community. 

Thank vou for vour consideration. 

Very truly yours, 
JoHN Mason, Mayor 


STATE oF IDAHO, 
County of Washington, ss: 

Harold L. Ryan, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says: That he is 
the duly elected prosecuting attorney, in and for the county of Washington, State 
of Idaho, and that he is also a practicing attorney at law and member of the Idaho 
State bar; that he has become acquainted over the past vear and a half with Miss 
Mathilde Kohar Halebian and makes this affidavit for and on her behalf in regard 
to Senate bill 8. 2084 for the relief of Miss Mathilde Kohar Halebian, that for the 
purposes of the immigration and naturalization law, Mathilde Kohar Halebian 
be held and considered to be lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent 
residence as of the date of the enactment of this act upon the payment of the 
required visa fee and head tax. 

That Lam reliably informed that Miss Halebian was born on January 27, 1927, 
in Heliopolis, Egypt, and that she is not a citizen of any country; that Miss Hale- 
bian resided continuously in Eevpt from birth until she came to the United 
States, when she arrived in New York City, Februarv 11, 1948, as a student under 
the provision of 4—-E of the Immigration Act of 1924; that Miss Halebian left 
Egypt for the United States to go to school under the sponorship of Mr. LaVelle 
Barton, who is a eitizen of the United States, and is a resident of Weiser, Wash- 
ington County, Idaho; that Miss Halebian thereafter arrived in Weiser, Idaho 
on the 14th day of February 1948, and has ever since that time resided within the 
State of Idaho, having spent 2 vears as astudent at the College of Idaho, Caldwell 
Idaho. 

That Miss Halebian is of Armenian descent and that it is a well-known fact 
that her country is under Russian regime; that I am also informed and believe 
it to be a well-known fact that since World War II and after Egypt had become 
completely independent of British rule; that those living in Egypt who do not 
belong to the Arab race or religion suffer many insults from the Arabs; that I am 
also informed that Miss Halebian used what is known as a lasser-passer, which 
was used in lieu of a passport as a travelers document issued by the Egyptian 
Government; that this lasser-passer has long since expired and I am quite reliably 
informed that to obtain a renewal of this document would be very difficult indeed, 
if not impossible, thus making it a very questionable proposition as to whether 
Miss Halebian could gain entrance into the eountry of Egypt if she desired. 

That I have found Miss Halebian to be a young lady of many talents, in that 
she is a competent bookkeeper and clerk in her present job with the Weiser branch 
of the Idaho First National Bank; that she is a competent secretary and ste- 
nographer of experience and that she speaks fluently several languages, they 
being, French, Armenian, Turkish, Arabic, and Italian, in addition to the English 
language, the latter of which she has mastered far better than most native Amer- 
icans. I wish to go on record as a public official for the State of Idaho also as an 
attorney at law and a member of the Idaho State Bar and also as an American 
citizen; that I very emphatically recommend that Miss Halebian be granted the 
relief requested in Senate bill S. 2084 and be allowed to remain in this country 
and that she may have the opportunity of taking out naturalization and citizen- 





“YT 








4 MATHILDE KCOHAR HALEBIAN 


ship papers and to become a worthy and well-qualified citizen of the United 
States. 


Haroutp L. Ryan. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September 1951. 


[seaL] FRANK D. RYAN, 
Notary Public, residing at Weiser, Idaho. 


My commission expires December 24, 1954. 





STATE OF IDAHO, 
County of Washington, ss: 

Lavelle Barton, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says: That he is a 
citizen of the United States by birth and his present residence is in Weiser, 
Washington County, Idaho; that he makes this affidavit for and on behalf of Miss 
Mathilde Kohar Halebian in regard to Senate bill S. 2084 for the relief of Miss 
Mathilde Kohar Halebian; that for the purposes of the immigration and naturali- 
zation law, that Mathilde Kohar Halebian be held and considered to be lawfully 
admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of the 
enactment of this act upon the payment of the required visa fee and head tax. 
This affiant makes his recommendations on the following ground: 

This affiant has known Miss Mathilde Kohar Halebian for the past 7 years 
and there are many reasons that this affiant believes that she should be given 
every consideration in Senate bill S. 2084: 

That in 1944 Miss Mathilde Kohar Halebian worked as a stenographer for the 
United States Air Force, at Payne Field, Egypt, in the Radio Supply Section, of 
which this affiant was the noncommissioned officer in charge; Miss Ha ebian’s 
work and conduct in this position was superior and she received much praise from 
the officers in charge. Consequently her employment did not terminate until the 
United States Air Force abandoned the installation at Payne Field, Egypt; 

That this affiant became acquainted with Miss Halebian’s parents shortly 
before returning to the United States, which resulted, after this affiant’s return 
to the United States, in correspondence between this affiant and this affiant’s 
wife and the Halebian family in Egypt. Miss Mathilde Kohar Halebian ex- 
pressed her desire many times to come to the United States and this affiant and 
his wife decided to sponsor Miss Halebian as a student and a visa was granted 
whereby Miss Halebian came to the United States and arrived in New York City 
on February 11, 1948, as a student under the provisions of 4—E of the Immigration 
Act of 1924; and that Miss Halebian thereafter arrived in Weiser, Idaho, on the 
14th day of February 1948, and has ever since that time resided within the State 
of Idaho; 

That after Miss Halebian arrived at Weiser, Idaho, she attended the College of 
Idaho in Caldwell, Idaho, for two full school terms and one summer term and 
that, while at the College of Idaho, Miss Halebian was recognized as a very out- 
standing student scholastically, and she was also recognized as being very popular 
in school and civie activities; 

That at the present time, and for the past vear and a half, Miss Halebian has 
been emploved at the Weiser branch of the Idaho First National Bank, in Weiser, 
Idaho, and is considered by the manager of this bank as a very excellent employee, 
and is also very highly thought of by her fellow employees in the bank; 

That this affiant has found Miss Halebian’s parents to be very fine people 
of moderate circumstances and that they are not citizens of Egypt and their 
daughter, Miss Halebian, although being born in leypt, is not a citizen of the 
country of her birth; that having recognized the fineness and sincerity of the 
Halebian family, and the unquestionable high moral and honest character of 
Miss Halebian, this affiant wishes to go on record as highly recommending Miss 
Mathilde Kohar Halebian as a fine ty: e of person and an excellent prospect as a 
citizen of the United States. 

Dated this 15th day of October 1951. 

LALLELLE BARTON, 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of October 1951. 


[SEAL] Haroup L. RYAN, 
Notary Public residing at Weiser, Idaho. 


My commission expires May 17, 1954. 
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SraTe or. IDAHO, 
County of Washington, ss: 

Carl L. Moss, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says: That he is the 
manager of the Weiser branch of the Idaho First National Bank, located in 
Weiser, Idaho. That he makes this affidavit for and on behalf of Miss Mathilde 
Kohar Halebian, with reference to Senate bill S. 2084, which bill is for the relief of 
Miss Mathilde Kohar Halebian, stating that for the purposes of the immigration 
and naturalization law, Mathilde Kohar Halebian shall be held and considered to 
be lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date 
of the enactment of thisact * * *;that Miss Halebian has been employed by 
the Weiser branch of the Idaho First National Bank, for a little over a year and a 
half, as a bookkeeper and clerk; that her work has been entirely satisfactory and 
that her position would not be easily replaced without hardship; that I have found 
her integrity unquestionable and have also found her to be a very diligent and 
honest worker, and that her moral standards are of the highest qualities. 

That I, as manager of the Weiser branch of the Idaho First National Bank, 
very emphatically recommend that Miss Mathilde Kohar Halebian be granted 
the relief requested in Senate bill S. 2084 and be allowed to remain in this country 
and to have the opportunity of becoming a citizen of the United States. 

Dated this 28th day of September 1951. 

Cart L. Moss, 
Manager of the Weiser Branch of the Idaho First National Bank. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September 1951. 


[SEAL] Harotp L. Ryan, 
Notary Public residing at Weiser, Idaho. 


My commission expires May 17, 1954. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 2084) should be enacted. 


O 





